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Getting our bearings 

In the scouts we had to do a bit of orienteering to make sure that we were safe. 
Travelling through woods or across the moors in fog, it is easy to get off-course 
and loose where you are. So when you can see you need to look for key fea-
tures in the terrain, look and you map, triangulate from more than one point of 
reference to be sure where you are – then you can work out where you want to 
go and if you need to re-adjust your travel route. At least this is how I under-
stood it as a scout. 

As we seem to be coming out of the lockdown fog, we can start to take some 
bearings and I think they come in 3 forms. 

 Some things can return to what they were – we are slowly able to meet in 
larger groups and start ‘normal time’ activities. In this category we have re-
started both Sunday and mid-week services. 

 Some things have changed and will never be the same. Often these are 
things that were changing anyway like the move to more online shopping, 
but lockdown has accelerated change that was already happening in society. 
We had been talking about moving to an e-bulletin (it saves paper and so 
helps the environment), but we had the impetus to start it in lockdown and 
it will not stop. 

 New things have appeared. Lockdowns have driven innovation – who had 
heard of Zoom meetings etc before lockdown? Some of these new things 
like zoom meetings will become less as lockdown eases, but training and 
organisations are looking at how much of this tool is kept in the mix now. 
And we had not considered an online service before but are now actively 
working towards live broadcast and being able to offer ‘onsite’ and ‘online’ 
experiences of engaging with our community. 

These three areas of what can return, what has continued to change (and 
maybe accelerated) and what new opportunities have appeared may all help us 
to gain bearings as we can start to look forward. Futurist are looking at these 
sorts of issues, alongside those key terrain features which we can see into the 
future like climate change, and they are predicting that the whole decade is go-
ing to be one of change. Obviously, I do not know if this prediction is true, but 
there is certainly the need to say ‘where to now?’ as we move with God into the 
future.        Revd Stuart Cornes 

Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Sunday 30th May 2021 

The Annual Parochial church meeting will start at 1.00pm, following the morning service.  
Please think about whether you  would like to stand for the PCC , or join the rota for Sidespeo-
ple and assist in welcoming people to church .  Nomination forms will be appearing in the 
Narthex prior to the APCM.  
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 Mission Report  Church Mission Society    David Kidd 

The CMS missionary workers we support, Peter and Patricia Wyard returned to DRC, Aru Diocese at the end 
of March after spending 10 months in the UK because of Covid.  Even though they both had their two vacci-
nations, I thought it was brave of them to return.  

Thankfully, DRC’S  official figures of COVID –19 morbidity and mortality were much lower than the UK back 
in March and whilst mask wearing and social distancing remain mandatory and size of gatherings limited, 
we hear that no one cares too much and if someone catches COVID, treatment facilities are minimal. We are 
asked to pray that the Congolese COVID situation may remain manageable and that vaccines may become 
accessible in a timely manner and at fair price.             

Peter’s main missionary focus since returning is on Christian education work and in particular a discipleship 
course to be rolled out through the whole diocese.  Preparation has involved researching which course to 
use and how to make it appropriate and sustainable.  There have been many flops in the past decade.  Cov-
ering the vast size of Aru Diocese is a challenge in itself. 

Patricia is a palliative care doctor teaching and supporting medical staff. Her work involves many chal-
lenges.  In Aru some patients get too easily referred to her team for end-of-life care because of cancer when 
it is not the case. Hospital teams should be guiding investigations which the patient has to pay for. There is 
a local rumour that the palliative care team pays for all care of patients which causes unrealistic expecta-
tions and resentment if one does not qualify. Expectations for managing chronic non-cancer pain with long 
term morphine which can lead to side effects and dependence is a challenge.   

Chester Diocese ABC Link    
The Chester Link receives news from both Aru and Boga Diocese. Recent news from Boga has not been 
at all good with continuing violence and atrocities in the region.  A report and prayer call from the 
Congo Church Association is set out on the next page. Additional news on this from our contact in 
Boga was accompanied by some awful photographic evidence including a video of a village being 
torched  The strong faith and resilience of our friends in Boga never cease to amaze. Alongside this 
awful news, Bishop William has reported (summary on next page) on all the positive work being under 
taken by the church during Easter.   

Thy Kingdom Come 2021, 13 to 23 May 
Thy Kingdom Come 2021 runs from Ascension Day to Pentecost). “Thy Kingdom 
Come”, (or Your Kingdom Come), is a line from the prayer which Jesus taught his 
followers. Every single day millions of people around the world say this prayer, 
praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. 

In light of the impact of COVID-19, the 2021 special focus is to pray 
for five people to come to know the love of Christ from within two groups of 
people, reflected in the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin in Luke 15: 

1. Lost sheep in the wilderness. Those who are far off but have seen something/someone come near. 
During the last year, this means those who have tasted what Church is like for the first time or the 
first time in a very long time, such as attending an online service, or receiving a food parcel, or 
have asked for prayer and so on. Let’s pray they to come to know the love of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

2. Lost coin in the house. Those who are near, who are already in church, but have drifted away dur-
ing COVID-19 for one reason or another. These are people who are lost in the church. Let’s pray 
for them to come to know again the love of God through Jesus Christ 

Watch a recording of the TKC 2021 launch webinar to hear more about this year's theme and the re-

St Mary’s is looking for a volunteer to represent Tearfund on the Mission Com-
mittee. When life returns to normal, this involves linking with Tearfund to organ-
ise speakers every so often, running a Tearfund craft stall, usually at Christmas  

and promoting information once a year on church displays and in “In- Touch” articles. The Committee 
meets three per year to discuss all the world and local missions we support at St Mary’s. Anyone inter-
ested please contact David Kidd Tel: 762063 or email: davidthekidd@hotmail.com.               
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 Dear Friends, 
 Recent weeks have seen yet further incidences of terrible atrocities committed by rebel groups in eastern DR 
Congo, with lives lost, innocent people wounded and traumatised, and families and communities dis-
placed.   North Kivu (Beni, North Kivu and Kamango Dioceses) and Ituri (Boga Diocese) are all affected.  The 
large towns and cities of Butembo, Beni and Bunia have all seen huge influxes of displaced people and in this 
context, the Anglican Church of Congo and other churches as well civil society and NGOs are seeking to re-
spond to the huge needs of the displaced people : for shelter, food, medical treatment, psycho-social and spiri-
tual care. 
Displacement and insecurity mean that huge swathes of the population are no longer cultivating their small-
holdings; food production in the fertile lands of North Kivu and Ituri provinces (and further afield) has been 
decimated.  A recent UN report says 27.3 million Congolese face ‘acute’ food insecurity – 1 in 3 people, a terri-
ble reality.  While conflict is a major factor, there’s also been a slump in the DRC economy 
and the socio-economic impact of Covid-19. 
This week, there have been protests and shut-downs in a number of towns in eastern DRC, as the population 
seeks a response from the authorities to bring an end to these atrocities. 
Please pray: 
         for the authorities to bring an end to this cycle of violence and atrocities, impacting every sphere of life ; 
         for provision of care, food, shelter, and God’s blessing on the churches’ response; 
         for peace so that people may return home and rebuild their lives; 
         for church leaders, pastors, lay workers and MU members as they lead churches and reach out to their com-
munities with compassion, care and the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

The church grew in both situations; the peaceful as well as the most troubled and persecuted times. The reason 
being that God is in control of both situations. Our main activities in this Easter seasons are categorized in five 
groups. All the Glory and Honour go to our Lord God! 

 1. Charity dispensation. 
We are not reaching out to all the millions of displaced and needy people in the Ituri region neither covering all 
their needs. With love, we are doing what is to our disposal to assist the ones who took refuge in our land, schools 
and even churches. 
2. Visit churches for confirmation. 645 people committed their lives to Christ, 
3. Open new church buildings 

Some congregations build their churches, start services before they are finished and dedicated. 
But the day we dedicate them, the service is conducted outside in the tent. That means the church 
is already small for bigger functions before it is dedicated. It was a pleasure to dedicate three 
churches on this Easter Season: Saint Matthew Kyabaholya, Saint John Kyabwohe, and Saint Pe-
ter Atsuka. 

4 Commission de Mother’s Union new members; 
Women are not only most of the church members, but they are the most active and committed. 
The Mother’s Union organization presided by Mrs Irene trains new members on the basics of 
values and duties of a Christian mother. We were blessed to commission 36 new members in 
two churches. 
5. Officiate a wedding. 
At time, some families, or couples request that I officiate their wedding. I take it with joy as it 
takes me back 31 years ago when I did the same. Very many young Christians are committed 
to building strong and stable families, built on Christian values. 
  
Finally as I conclude this brief report of the Easter Season, I express my deep thanks to our Lord God, friends, 
partners and companions who support our ministry in different ways: prayer, advise and money. I wish I would 
have mentioned you by your name and church organization you represent. But I do not want to have some of you 
offended by that. In all I want that you and may God bless you.  +William 

51 orphans in permanent care, 
350 displaced kids with scholastics, and one meal a 
day 
2,000 girls with reusable sanitary pads 

450 homesteads of displaced people with punctual 
food and non-food assistance 
100 homesteads of displaced people with agriculture 
tools and seed 
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Baptism Anniversaries 
MAY 
3rd Anniversary –  

Olivia Jessica Powell 
Betty Marie McKeown 
Corey David Baron 
Mason Lee Kannenberg-

Brooks 
Neve Eleanor Stanton 

4th Anniversary - 
Jack Meecham 
Oliver Meecham 
Kellen John Critchlow 
 

JUNE 
3rd Anniversary -               

Oliver Benjamin Clowes 
Beatrix Eira Jackson 

 4th Anniversary -                
Isabella Eve Jessup 
Georgia Grace Pycroft 
Victoria Carmel Kershaw 
(Adult) 

  
Jesus said, “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me”. 

Long Table Lunch 
Long Table Lunches will be on Friday 28th 

May and Friday  25th June 2021.   
 If anyone knows a neighbour who might 

like a lunch please .contact  Jenny Kidd on 
762063. Many thanks to everyone support-
ing our lunch deliveries, cooking puddings, 

delivering, raffle prizes and for the very 
generous donations.  

Thank you .  Love and prayers from the 
Long Table Lunch Team 

Baptism 

11 April 2021 Christening for Niamh Helen 
together with mum Chelsea and Dad John 
Hulme and her four godparents xxx  

Funerals 
 

Disley Parish Church Services  

All are Welcome 

Sunday Services 
9.30am – Morning Service    -  St John’s,  Furness Vale 

 (Holy Communions on 1st Sunday in the month) 
 

11.00am – Morning Service—St Mary’s,  Disley 
  (Holy Communion on 1st Sunday in the month) 
A recording of the Sunday morning service is available on YouTube each week. 
 
Thursday Midweek services 
10.30am -  BCP Morning Service—St Mary’s,  Disley 
 
3.45 pm  -  Lighthouse Family Service— St Mary’s, Disley 

March 
20th March—Dale Cooper—Burial of Ashes 
25th March—Nicola Johnson—Funeral at St 
Mary’s 

April 
12th April—Dennis  Davies—Burial of Ashes 
23rd April—Gwynneth Joan Armstrong—
Funeral at St Mary’s 


