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www.disley-parish.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/disleyparishchurches 

 Happy New Year 

Here’s praying that God will bless you and us this year. Certainly, it looks like a year in which things 
are set to improve as the government announces not only that it has accepted the Oxford-AstroZenica 
vaccine but also that it has bought enough doses along with the other vaccines that everyone can be 
covered. And we are all praying for the massive logistical process in producing, distributing, and 
dispensing on such a scale. 

It is said that the markets dislike uncertainty, but if we are honest so does our mental health. The 
uncertainty of the last year has taken its toll on mental health and the after shock will be felt for some 
period of time. 

For many of us natural defence mechanisms have kicked in as we have struggled to adapt to the 
shape of last year. Maybe you can relate to some of these. 

We have slowed down to conserve energy and give ourselves time to process, rather than stay in the 
pressured rat race of life. And many are wondering if they can continue to work from home or reduce 
days to set a better pace in the future. Or if we are not in the fortunate position to ask how we can 
slow down we have wondered how we had been drawn into the pressure to achieve and perform that 
the modern consumer society puts us in. 

We have adjusted our expectations. How much could we afford to spend for Christmas, did we really 
need x, y or z? or can we get a couple more years out of what we have? Does it all need to come in 
that much plastic? 

We have lamented and mourned both individually and together. We have had to find words to put to 
our experience and just to express that the world we are living in is not the one that we expected it to 
be. This mourning has been both grief (a loved one who died) and the snatching away of an 
expectation (cancelled Christmas plans and more). And some have even found old griefs re-awakened 
in our thoughts. 

We have re-constructed our image of the world. We know the world is smaller and more 
interconnected as we look at climate change, plastics in oceans and of course the global spread of a 
virus that is passed human to human around the globe. Can we use this interconnectedness for good? 
Yes - the amazing speed we can develop a string of vaccines. 

We have rediscovered what is important. And time at time again I see this touching on the great 
spiritual questions of - what is it to be human? And what is it that is beyond humanity? People have re-
affirmed that family, relationships, mutual support, celebrating the best of humanity (especially key 
workers) are important to us. They have also affirmed the common good (and worn masks) and the 
care of the planet alongside a search of that which is beyond us and gives meaning (which for 
Christians is found in Jesus). 

To be honest, the amount a readjustment we have had to make, it is no wonder that many of us are 
feeling tired and weary of 2020, but the good news is that we have journeyed through it. 

The struggle and disruption may not be over, but as we go into 2021 we know that we have coped 
with 9 months and we can get to the finish line – we may even take a little bit of learning and wisdom 
with us. For me that includes a renewed commitment to prayer and meditation, as this helps me to 
activate these natural defence mechanisms that support my mental health (some of my thoughts on 
prayer can be found in 5 sessions at http://peregrini.co.uk/toolboxes) 

So I do pray that you will have a Happy and Blessed New Year as we know that we can continue 
through this whatever challenges we may face.    Reverend Stuart Cornes 

St Mary’s Church  Red 
Lane, Disley  
SK12 2NP 

 

St John’s Church  
Buxton Road, Furness 

Vale SK23 7PX  



2 

 

Parish 
Administrator 
Anita Blower  

01663 764175 

The Vicar 
Rev. Stuart Cornes  

01663 635273 

Long Table Lunch 
Long Table Lunches will be on Friday 29th January and Friday 26th February 2021.   

Menus for the January lunch will be distributed soon. 

 If anyone knows a neighbour who might like a lunch please .contact 762063. Many thanks to every-
one supporting our lunch deliveries, cooking puddings, delivering, raffle prizes and for the very gen-

erous donations. Thank you  

Love and prayers from the Long Table Lunch Team 

Christmas 2020 
Christmas this year has 
been a little different, 
but here is a flavour of 

some of the things 
which have happened. 

Along with a recording of one of the 
regular weekly services, our 

Christingle and Carol Services 
moved online 

The Children's Team produced 
a number of short videos to 

entertain the youngsters 
Christmas Angels were 
distributed to the local 

Care Homes and 
around the village 

The village responded very 
generously to the Well-

spring food appeal and sev-
eral trips were made to de-

liver supplies. 

37 Long Table Christmas 
lunches delivered and 
£460 raised for church 
funds.  Christmas Day 
lunches also delivered 

Churchwardens 
Lesley Kincey 
81 Buxton Old 
Road, Disley 

01663 763079 

St Mary’s 
Wardens 

David Kidd 
12 Hillside Close 

Disley 
01663 762063 

Geoff Williamson 
98 Chantry Road 

Disley  
01663 .765634  

Pastoral Workers 
Jenny Kidd 

12 Hillside Close, 
Disley 

01663 762063` 

Mike Hobart 
8 Graham Drive, 

Disley 
01663 762406 

Wendy Luxon  
11 Heysbank 
Road, Disley 

01663 762308 

27th December—a Musical Dedi-
cation service led by the ex-
tended Callow family Steve, Jill, 
Emily and Sebastian. 

The Prayer Tree in 
the porch allowing 
people to leave 
their prayers and 
messages. 
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Baptism Anniversaries 

 January Anniversaries 
4th Anniversary:  

Thomas Gudgeon 
James Francis Rampling 
Theo James Humphreys 
 

 February Anniversaries 
 1st Anniversary: 

 Alfie Brierley 

 3rd Anniversary: 
Amelia Grace Parry 
William Lee Parry 
Isla Charlotte Higgins 

 4th Anniversary: 
Penelope Mae Knowles 
Theodore Edward Kania 

 Jesus said, “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me”. 

Mission Focus in this issue of InTouch highlights the advocacy and 
campaigning work of our Mission Partner, Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide (CSW).  CSW is a human rights organisation advocating 
for freedom of religion or belief. As Christians we stand with every-
one facing injustice because of their religion or belief.  We believe 
in the power of prayer to bring change.  

Despite the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has made religious communities across the 
world more vulnerable and has exacerbated existing tensions, our God is still on the throne and is 
still answering the prayers of his people. 

Campaigning and prayers have seen captives released, unjust rulings overturned and families re-
united, achieving real change for people who suffer injustice for their beliefs. Here are some of the 
successes in 2020:- 

Cuba, March and June: Pastors released from prison:  Adya Expósito Leyva was released in March 
after serving over 11 months of an 18-month sentence, and her husband Ramón was released in 
June after serving 14 months of a two-year sentence. They had both been imprisoned for removing 
their children, Ruth and Joel, from the state-run school system due to teacher-led bullying because 
of their family’s faith. 

Eritrea, July: Special Rapporteur’s mandate renewed:  The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) voted 
to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur (SR) on human rights in Eritrea for another 
year.   Eritrean officials are deemed to have been committing crimes against humanity since 1991. 
The SR is the UN’s expert on Eritrea’s human rights situation, and their work is the only independ-
ent, international means of monitoring and exposing the truth about how Eritrea treats its citizens. 

 Every year CSW staff and others work hard to persuade the member states of the HRC to vote for 
renewal of the SR’s mandate, by presenting our latest findings.  

Vietnam, September: Pastor A Dao released from prison:  Pastor A Dao was released on 18 Sep-
tember after more than four years in prison. He was not expected to be released until August 2021.  

Pastor A Dao was arrested in 2016 following his return from a conference on freedom of religion or 
belief. In April 2017, he was sentenced to five years in prison for ‘illegally taking people to Thai-
land”, a charge he denies. 

 Please continue to pray for the work of CSW and our brothers and sisters in Christ who are 
persecuted for their faith. 

CHRISTINGLE DONATIONS 
This year we were not able to hold our usual Christingle Service; however,  our online offering 
can still be found on Face book and the “Disley Parish Churches” website. We greatly missed 
the reality of the “electric” atmosphere which we all feel when the service is in church, but we 
hope you were able to enjoy the “virtual” Christingle Service and Story without the children 
helping me!  

A huge thank you, on behalf of our churches, St. Mary’s, Disley and St. John’s, Furness Vale, -
to all who donated, including Furness Vale Primary School, Newtown Primary School, Disley 
Primary School, Bridgemont Nursery  To date we have raised £309.63 all of which can be sent 
to the Children's Society.   Once again, grateful thanks for all your generous dona-
tions.                     Margaret Toft 
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Services in church January—February 2021 

(Following any changes in guidance, additional and different types of service 
may be offered) 

Date St Johns, Furness Vale St Mary’s, Disley 

3rd January 2021 9.30 Morning Service—  
Holy Communion 

11.00 Morning Service  — Holy 
Communion 

Thursday 7th January - 10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

10th January 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 14th January  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

17th January 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 21st January  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

24th January 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 28th January  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

31st January 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 4th February  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

Thursday 11th February  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

14th February 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 18th February  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 

21st February 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

Thursday 25th February  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

28th February 2021 9.30 Morning Service 11.00 Morning Service 

7th February 2021 9.30 Morning Service—Holy 
Communion 

11.00 Morning Service  — Holy 
Communion 

Thursday 4th March  10.00 –12.00 Private Prayer 
10.30  BCP Service 
3.30 Lighthouse Family Svc 

7th March 2021 9.30 Morning Service—Holy 
Communion 

11.00 Morning Service  — Holy 
Communion 


