CSW Prayer Diary Indonesia

“Sometimes [my wife] hears people saying, ‘If that mosque was not watched by
the police, I would burn it.’” These were the words of the Ahmadi spokesman in
the city of Depok, Indonesia, in 2014; when we visited again in 2018, the
mosque, which had been repeatedly shut down by the local authorities, had been
permanently closed. This is emblematic of the worsening state of religious freedom in Indonesia: the country desperately needs your prayers this week.
Please pray Sun 6 Jan - The mosque mentioned above was the last Ahmadiyah
mosque in Depok. Please pray that this discrimination against Ahmadi Muslims,
who are seen as heretics by the majority Sunni Muslim population, would cease.
Mon 7 Jan - Discrimination against religious minorities can also take more insidious forms. During our 2017 visit to the country, we heard of a schoolgirl whose
best friend stopped associating with her simply because she was a Christian.
Please pray that discrimination and harassment is stamped out at every level.
Tues 8 Jan - In Surabaya, Indonesia’s second largest city, three churches were
attacked by suicide bombers on 13 May 2018. We visited the churches three
months later and heard amazing testimonies of faith, love and forgiveness. Today, please pray for the survivors’ continued recovery and healing, and for God
to comfort the families of those who were killed. Wed 9 Jan - Indonesia will hold
presidential elections in April this year: please pray for God to bless the electoral
process with peace and fairness, and that whoever comes to power will prioritise
human rights and a return to pluralism and tolerance. Thurs 10 Jan - Christians
in the Aceh Singkil region have faced violence, threats, and destruction and the
forced closure of churches since October 2015. Please join us in committing
them to God for protection, healing and spiritual and physical provision. Fri 11
Jan - Indonesia’s proud tradition of tolerance faces increasing erosion – please
pray that God would move in the hearts of lawmakers and ordinary Indonesians
to strengthen the tradition of ‘Pancasila’, the founding national principles of unity
and peaceful coexistence between religions. Sat 12 Jan - Heavenly Father,
God of governments and nations, we commit the people of Indonesia to you as
they enter a year in which they’ll vote for a new president. We ask you to bless
the electoral process and move powerfully to bring about change: a return to tolerance, pluralism, and peace for all of Indonesia’s citizens. Amen
.

A warm welcome to our Services today. We especially
welcome any visitors.. Refreshments will be served after the
service -—please do stay.

This week at St Mary’s & St John’s

www.disley-parish.org.uk

Tues 8th

9.30am
2.00pm

St Mary’s Tots—Community Centre
Afternoon Fellowship Group—12 Hillside Close
Mum’s Group

Wed 9th

9.30am

St John’s Tots

Thurs 10th

10.30am BCP Holy Communion—St Mary’s
12.00noon Ecumenical Prayer Time—St Mary’s

Sat 12th

10.00am

Sun 13th

9.30am Holy Communion—St John’s
Family Celebration—St Mary’s
11.00am Holy Communion—St Mary’s

St Mary’s Coffee Morning—Community Centre

COLLECT for Epiphany

O God, who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples
of the earth: mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith, may at last
behold your glory face to face; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen

Volunteer Social Evening and Supper
Sat 26th Jan 2019—6:30-9:30pm
Disley Community Centre
A social evening with a hot supper to say thank
you to all the volunteers who contribute in St
Mary’s and St John’s churches. Whether you
volunteer weekly or help out once in while this is
our chance to say thankyou to you and we would
love to see you come. Bring and share your own
drinks and we will provide the food. Most of all
come and enjoy yourself.

TODAY’S READINGS
Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12

ST MARY’S CHURCH
COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 12th January
10.00am—12.00noon
This is our first fund-raising
Coffee Morning of the year.
Offers of help, cakes, raffle
prizes, bric-a-brac etc. and of
course your support would be
most appreciated. Please speak
to Anita Blower if you can help.
Please make all cheques
payable to:- ‘Disley PCC’

