At the start of Advent it could be easy to see the next 24 days as simply the time
we wait for Christmas. Do you remember as a child, waiting for 25 December
and it seeming to take forever? Do you remember longing for the days to go
faster? Now, as adults, perhaps we’re longing for the days to slow down as we
look at our to-do lists and wonder how we’ll cram it all in! However you feel
about the arrival of Christmas this year, take time to embrace the wait; don’t rush
the in-between. Because, as Chris Gaisie reminds us in these words, waiting
has a purpose all of its own.
“ Waiting
We don’t tend to be great at it
Growing impatient like patients at A & E Trying to see a doctor who can meet
our needs We start to question whether it’s worth the wait Like maybe there’s
another way to fix a broken knee We want the end result we start to rush the in
between We see, futility is a side effect of hope Just read the small print that
was wrote in Romans 8 As we wait for something great to come The present
frustrates, the future walks to us but never runs Now imagine the world was
about to be turned upside down That the God of heaven was coming to earthly
ground But when you look around all still looks the same You feel like you are
the only one who’s ready for a change
Whether it’s a pregnant Mary or
shepherds in the field You find yourself tiptoeing on the edge of Messiah being
revealed
It’s surreal
And even still that’s only a fraction of what the prophets felt
Hundreds of years prior that what they tried to tell But on deaf ears is where
those words mostly fell And I find that all too relatable trying to convince
others is not debatable That this current state of affairs is not viable
Like
through it may seem the world is on a downward spiral And waves of bad news
keep streaming like tidal It’s vital to remember there is a plan The son of man
came down and was later hanged But it was part of a plan that thousands of
years could span The fullness of the kingdom is in God’s hands
And its
arrival brings justice, freedom and peace to every land But in the meantime let
us prepare Like the wise men journeying their way there Let us walk towards
justice in everything we do And hold on in the knowledge that God makes all
things new Waiting does not mean we are called to not move It means to live
a life of justice in everything we do Through action we wait in the temporary
And whilst working towards the kingdom
We expect the extraordinary “
Chris Gaisie
Pray



As we make our own journey during Advent let us prepare ourselves in a
quiet space away from all the noise and rush of Christmas preparations.
Let us make the most of our waiting time as we look forward to the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

A warm welcome to our Services today. We
especially welcome any visitors.. Refreshments will
be served after the service -—please do stay.

This week at St Mary’s & St John’s

www.disley-parish.org.uk

Tues 4th

9.30am
1.00pm
2.00pm
2.00pm

St Mary’s Tots—Community Centre
Furness Vale School Christingle—St John’s Church
Mum’s Group
Afternoon Fellowship Group—12 Hillside Close

Wed 5th

9.30am

St John’s Tots and Christingle Service

Thurs 6th

9.30am
10.30am
12.00noon
3.30pm
8.00pm

Fri 7th

6.30pm

Newtown School Christingle—St John’s
BCP Holy Communion—St Mary’s
Ecumenical Prayer Time—St Mary’s
Lighthouse Kids—St Mary’s Church
Fellowship Group—Parklands, Legh Road
Grumpy Trip– details from Geoff Williamson 765634
Disley Christmas Tree Lighting—Ram Green

Sat 8th

10.00am Mission Coffee Morning—Community Centre

Sun 9th

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
6.30pm

Holy Communion—St John’s
Family Celebration—St Mary’s
Holy Communion—St Mary’s
Churches Together Carol Service—Baptist Church

COLLECT for Advent 1
Almighty God, give us grace to cast
away the works of darkness and to
put on the armour of light, now in the
time of this mortal life, in which your
Son Jesus Christ came to us in great
humility; that on the last day, when
he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen

TODAY’S READINGS
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

TODAY Christingle
Service—4.00pm at
St Mary’s Church
A BIG Thank You to everyone
who helped with the
Christingle preparation
yesterday

TO ALL GRAVEYARD USERS
'CAUTION..... VERY SLIPPERY SURFACES!!!'
Please take great care if walking on any of the recently uncovered flat
gravestones in the graveyard they are now covered in algae and are
extremely dangerous.
Please also take special care when walking on the lych gate path and flagstones around church, they too are covered with algae and are very
slippery!

Could you Gift Aid your giving?
Just a quick reminder our current tax year is from 6 April 2018 to 5 April 2019, and
for this tax yearthe standard Personal Allowance is £11,850, which is the amount
of income you don’t have to pay tax on. If you earn more than this £11,850 per
year Disley PCC will be able to reclaim tax on your giving, which would mean for
every £1.00 you give we can reclaim 25pence, up to the amount you are taxed. If
you earn less that £11,850 and have signed a gift aid form you could be asked to
pay HMRC any tax Disley PCC may have claimed. Please check your records.

St Mary’s Junior Singers

Will be singing in
Frankies Wine Bar
On Monday 17th December
At 6.30pm
Why not come along and support them
and enjoy an evening of festive carol singing

Tickets are now
available for the
CHRISTMAS LONG
TABLE LUNCH
on 14th December
2018
These are £15.00 each—see
Jenny Kidd

WANTED
Donations of
Christmas items
for a Christmas
Themed Tombola at our
Mission Coffee Morning on 8th
December

8th December 10.00am – 12.00noon
In aid of Tearfund and Christian
Solidarity Worldwide
Tearfund goods will be on sale.
Do come along and support these two
worthwhile Missions which we as a Church support.

Afternoon Fellowship Group
Tuesday 4 December 2018
Fellowship - Pilgrim Church and Kingdom Course
Week 1 Praying through Life
12 Hillside Close 2.00pm until 4.00pm All Welcome,
books available.

CHRISTMAS LONG TABLE
LUNCH

Offers of help and donations of raffle prizes and cakes much
appreciated.
Speak to Anita Blower.
Sunday 16th
December
In the
Community
Centre 9.30am
Please make all
cheques payable
to:- ‘Disley PCC’

Christmas Eve
4.00pm

Crib Service
Sunday 16th December
at 6.30pm followed by
Mulled Wine and mince
pies

at
St Mary’s
Date for 2019
May 25th Thy Kingdom Come walk
through Chadkirk Deanery with Bishop
Libby and Archdeacon Ven Ian Bishop.

