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We all live on the same ball 

In the Dr Seuss film ‘Horton hears a Who!’ a speck of dust floats by Horton and he hears the cry 
of help and realises that a whole society of microscopic creatures lives on in the speck of dust. 
We will come back to the speck of dust by the end of the reflection, but for now Horton is paying 
attention to the world around him. 

In the world around us we see spring in full swing; blossom on trees; birds, butterflies and bees 
and David Attenborough releasing nature documentaries. In his strongest warning yet about 
climate change, he has highlighted global warming and the risk of extinction events for many 
species with significant impact on the world we live in. In many ways he is acting like the Old 
Testament prophets who spoke uncomfortable truths to those in power. 

Now though most scientist accept global warming as being caused by a mixture of natural and 
human made causes; there are those who deny it and those who think it is triggered to the level 
that it can not be undone. This reflection is not trying to solve those debates, rather it is trying 
to highlight that we should pay attention to the world around us. 

We live on the edges of the peak district and this may seem obvious, but my last ministry was in 
urban Salford. One of my colleagues went on a bus trip with school age children to the Safari 
park, the children thought they had arrived when they saw sheep and cows in the fields, 
confusing farms for the safari park. Without being too worried about the conclusions we make 
about how we interact in the world; our starting point has to be that we can become very 
disconnected from the world we live in. 

For a number of years now the community has come together for a well-dressing in the grounds 
of St Mary’s Church. This year it is over the weekend of 8th-9th June and the theme will be ‘All 
creatures great and small’. When well dressings and rogation Sundays were started the 
communities understood the link to the land and the importance of water to growing crops and 
livestock for their community to survive. Now many of us are a little more detached and 
insulated from the immediacy of this connection. 

But in the size of the universe, of the whole of creation, we are like a speck of dust passing 
Horton, we all share this little ball. Perhaps this year come up to the well-dressing and take an 
opportunity to re-engage with creation as you see the art work and pray for God’s blessing on 
the water, the land and the community that lives in and around Disley. 

Stuart Cornes, Vicar 

Visit our website:  
www.disley-parish.org.uk 
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Our church can only continue 
to grow, develop new ways of 
spreading Gods word if we all 

share in its work.  There is 

plenty for all: 

How you can help: 
Grounds Maintenance: 
Grounds Maintenance: Help 

maintain the Church Grounds.  
As much or as little as you can 
manage Contact : The 
Wardens 
Support for Services 
Sidespeople/Readers/ 
Intercessors—new members of 
the team are always welcome.  

If you would like to join the 
rota please contact  Anita: 
Blower: 764175 
Website:  
We are currently redesigning a 
new church website.   would 
like to be involved please 
contact: 
Wendy Luxon: 762308 

Mr Steve Clarke 

15 Lymewood 
Drive, Disley  

01663 611757.  

Mr Paul Watson 

1 Chantry Close 

Disley 

01663 765874 

Mrs Lesley Kincey 

81 Buxton Old Road 

Disley 

01663 763079 

Mr Michael Taylor 

Bentside Farm 

Disley 

01663 766007 

St John’s 
Warden 
Vacant 

Churchwardens St Mary’s Wardens 

As this update comes as we enjoy the warmer days and lighter evenings of spring, we also see 
plants awakening into growth across the grounds. It’s therefore a good time to thank all those 
who volunteer their time and talents so generously keeping the many church yard maintenance 
jobs under control throughout the year, we would not manage without you. 

Likewise, having enjoyed our Easter services and a resplendent church interior we are thankful to 
all those who clean and decorate our church throughout the year, you always do a fantastic job. 
In our last update, we advised on our approach to the larger upkeep work we are likely to 
require. 

Since this time our architect and a builder specializing in stone work have been to give us a view 
on the most urgent works and indicative costs, which were reported back to the PCC at the last 
meeting. 

In summary the recommendation is that the tower needs to be completely repointed throughout, 
and it also requires to be reroofed, with the weather vane repairing. It is suggested that the likely 
indicative costs will be in the region of £170,000. We knew from the last quinquennial report 
that pointing was required, but probably did not envisage a job this large or costly. 

The PCC decided to proceed with a report from a quantity surveyor to give us more detail on 
actual work required and likely detailed costs, this is in hand and we expect the report to be 
compiled soon. This will then be reported back to the PCC and we can decide if and how to 
proceed. However it is clear that in order to proceed we would need to find likely grant sources, 
and to fundraise a considerable sum. There will be a further report once the PCC decide on a way 
forward, but in the meantime in preparation, if you are someone with knowledge of or would 
enjoy researching grant sources then have a chat to one of the wardens. 

While the tower will be the main area of attention this year, there are a number of other jobs 
which will need addressing as we proceed through the year, these include drainage from the top 
graveyard, lighting on the Lychgate path and general maintenance of the drainage and guttering 
to the main roof. We will keep you updated on progress via this newsletter. 

The Wardens 

Wardens Update 
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Spotlight Interview 

Rachel Thompson 

Rachel arrived suitably 
attired for the gym, which 
was to be her next port of 
call. She is clearly a busy 
lady as the last interview 
session she was on her 
way to work as a volunteer 
at Buxton Opera House. 

Q. How long have you 
been at St Mary's and 

what brought you here? 
A. My husband, Geoffrey, and I arrived in 
Disley in 1973, having previously lived in 
Victoria Park, Manchester, as we were looking 
for a more rural setting in which to bring up 
our two children. 

Q. In what ways are you involved? 
A. I had a pretty demanding full time job at 
first and so opportunities to get involved with 
the church were limited. Then Geoffrey 
developed dementia and I had to care for him 
until he passed away. Since that time I have 
been involved  reading the scriptures, writing 
poetry and acting as a pastoral visitor. I also 
help with the children's holiday club and I 
bake cakes for the 'after church' social. 

Q. Can you tell us a bit about your 
background? 
A. I was born in Derby, during the war. My 
father was in the RAF and after the war ended 
he was posted to Ceylon (modern day Sri 
Lanka). We sailed out on the Windrush, more 
lately associated with the Windrush 
generation, the ship that brought West Indian 
immigrants to Britain in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

It seemed so exotic to us to be able to buy 
proper white bread and sweets with wrappers 
on, coming as we did from war-torn and 
rationed Britain. 

In Ceylon I can remember vividly visiting the 
famous city of Kandy and the Buddhist 
'Temple of the Tooth', which was a temple 
dedicated to a relic – a tooth from the 
Buddha. 

We returned home to Derby two years later 
and I attended a grammar school where I was 
advised not to become a lawyer (as I had 
wanted to be) because that was not the sort 
of thing that girls did! 

Instead I became a teacher (and never 
regretted it). 

I applied to Manchester education authority 
and was offered a post I Wythenshawe, 
teaching English, Maths and Religious 
Education. 

In Manchester I met, and subsequently 
married, Geoffrey, and we had two 
daughters. (I now have two grandsons as 
well). 

In my teaching career I worked at several 
schools, in the various roles of English 
teacher, librarian, sixth-form tutor and head 
of department. I retired in 2001 and Geoffrey 
and I were able to enjoy several holidays 
abroad before he became afflicted by 
dementia. 

Q. What difference does being a Christian 
make to your everyday life? 
A. It is reassuring to belong to a church 
family who support you and pray for you. My 
faith started to mean more to me when 
Geoffrey became terminally ill. I prayed that I 
would be able to cope and that he wouldn't 
linger on in pain or distress. 

Some years ago it looked like I might have 
cancer but it turned out to be something less 
serious. At the time I prayed about the 
situation and although the condition didn't 
go away, the fear of it did, and I felt at peace. 

When friends at church are bereaved I like to 
get out my old fountain pen and write them a 
letter of condolence. Several have said to me 
how much they appreciate this gesture and it 
gratifies me that I can bring some comfort to 
them. 

Q. How do you relax, Rachel? 
A. I am an avid reader, particularly of 
detective fiction. I also like travelling and 
holidaying generally, seeing new and 
interesting places. 

Q. If you were stranded on a desert island 
what book and what piece of music would 
you take? 
A. I would love the collected works of Jane 
Austen. For music I would take some of 
Mozart's symphonies. 

Q. And what about a luxury item? 
A. An inexhaustible supply of red wine and 
dark chocolate!! 

Thank you, Rachel.        Peter Lancaster 
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Mrs Wendy Luxon  

11 Heysbank Road 

Disley 

01663 762308 

Mrs Jenny Kidd 

12 Hillside Close, 

Disley 

01663 762063 

Dr Mike Hobart 

8 Graham Drive 

Disley 

01663 762406 

Pastoral Workers 

The Bishop of Chester, the Rt Revd Dr Peter Forster, has 
announced that he will be retiring from his role on Monday 30 
September 2019, after more than 22 years in the post. 

In a letter to clergy, published on the diocesan website today (24 
April), he says: “I will be retiring as Bishop on 30 September… It has 
been a huge privilege to serve in this Diocese, and I am looking 

forward to my final months in post. 

“At 69, I was beginning to feel ready to retire - with Elisabeth in strong agreement! We will 
move to our house in Scotland, which we have lovingly built over the past decade or so, and 
which is ready and waiting for us.” 

Bishop Peter will bid farewell to the clergy of the Diocese at a conference in June and a 
farewell service at Chester Cathedral is planned for Saturday 20 July - about which more 
information will be made available soon.  

The Bishop of Birkenhead, the Rt Revd Keith Sinclair, will become Acting Bishop from 1 
October 2019. The process for appointing Bishop Peter's successor will begin in due course. 

Rev Jane Henderson has joined Disley Baptist Church from 1 May as part-
time minister.  Jane is Regional Minister for Church Transition for the NW 
Baptist Association and has been helping DBC consider our vision and role 
since last July. Jane will be at DBC on a Sunday about once a month as well 
as around with church members during the week to get to know Basement 
Youth Group, FABS, Tot's Time and our Fellowship Groups. It's exciting to 
see what God is doing in Disley and we trust Jane will help us to discern how 
God wants us to continue playing our part.  

News from Churches Together 

The Greatest Showman—Holiday Club  
I am overwhelmed with love, grateful thanks and appreciation for the 
tremendous Disley Churches Together Team that made Easter Holiday Club 
such a phenomenal success.  This is Churches Together at it's wonderful 
best!  Not one church on there own, could have achieved this amazing week 
by themselves, it took unity from all the churches, with their varying 
giftings, working together as one- it's TEAM WORK.  

I have been involved with many Churches Together groups over the years, 
and the unity, Kingdom focused love and team work found here at Disley is second to none.  This 
years Holiday Club success is testimony of the blessing and anointing seen due to our perfect 
working unity. Long may it  continue!  

Thank you everyone for taking part, giving up your time, for the hard work and energy you gave 
to make 'The Greatest Showman' so brilliant.  

I love you all    Sarah    See pictures of the Holiday Club on Pages 12&13 
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‘Liz and Peter Simpson’s son Leigh and his wife Tessa are bringing 
a group of bell ringers up from London on a ringing tour of church 
towers in the north west, including Sheffield Cathedral, Bank 
Holiday week. 

They will be ringing a peal at Disley on the morning of Tuesday 
May 7th which will last approx. two and a half hours and will be 
ringing at its best and should be excellent to listen to. 

The ringers will be members of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths, the oldest group of ringers in the country dating back to 
1637, with national and international members, based in London. 
They do not belong to a specific tower but they ring weekly, in 

rotation, at the best towers in London; including St Paul’s Cathedral and Southwark 
Cathedral, mainly 12 bell towers. 

Leigh and his wife Tessa regularly ring for 3 services at St Paul’s Cathedral, on Sundays. Leigh 
is steeple keeper at St Lawrence, Jewry, The Guildhall Church where they got married 3 years 
ago. He is a representative to the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers.   

Leigh learnt to ring the bells at Disley and learnt a lot about organ playing from Tim Hawkins.  
This year Leigh is Master of the ASCY, quite an accolade, and Tessa was the Master in 2015. 

Lots of people at Disley and Furness Vale knew Leigh, particularly when he took over from 
Tim Hawkins as organist at St John’s and he assisted Tim with the choir at St Mary’s. He left 
to go to Robinson College, Cambridge, with an organ scholarship. 

Visiting Bell ringers 
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When John Owens stepped down from the Mission 
Committee before Margaret retired last year he 
very kindly drafted an excellent background 
report looking at the work of the Committee and 
all the missions we support. The Committee, now 
including Stuart our new vicar, thought it 
appropriate to share this with all our In Touch 
readers so as the new Chair I lay no claim to the 
rest of this article. 

Thanks John 
David Kidd 

Mission 
‘The Church exists by mission as fire exists by 
burning’. So wrote Swiss Protestant theologian 
Emil Brunner (1889-1966). Jesus’ last words to his 
disciples in the Gospel of Matthew are: “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28: 18-20). This is called the Great Commission. 
The key verb is ‘go’; the word mission is derived 
from the Latin word ‘to go’. 

Disley Parish 
St Mary’s and St John’s don’t just look to their 
own needs but are both very engaged with the 
community at large. There are for example Long 
Table Lunches, Tots Groups, Messy Church and 
recently an annual Holiday Club for children in 
conjunction with other churches. The vicar and 
Pastoral Workers reach out through baptisms, 
marriages and funerals. 

Disley Parish Mission Committee 
The Mission Committee is concerned with mission 
beyond the parish. The parish supports 5 
missions, two based in the UK (Oasis and CPAS) 
and three mainly outside the UK (CMS, Tearfund 
and CSW). Its aims are: 

To stimulate interest and prayer in the world 
outside the parish 

To invite regular speakers from the mission 
societies we support 

To give 7.5% of the parish’s annual budget to the 
mission societies we support 

From time to time to encourage our 
congregations to give over and above this amount 
when appropriate 

The Mission Committee encourages interest and 
prayer by: 

Input into the weekly prayer diary (at the back of 
the notice sheet) 

Regular displays in the church narthex 

Input into the prayers during church services 

Regular articles in the In Touch magazine 

The Mission Organisations we support (in 
alphabetical order) 
Before the arrival of John and 
Margaret Owens, the parish 
supported Crosslinks (formerly 

Bible Churchmen’s Mission Society-
BCMS). In 2007 Chester Diocese began 
to establish a link with two parishes, 
Aru and Boga, in the northeast of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). As these 
dioceses were both CMS missions, the parish 
changed its allegiance to CMS. The CMS story 
began more than 200 years ago with a group of 
Christians whose hearts were stirred to put their 
call into action. This group included people like 
William Wilberforce, John Venn, and John Newton. 
Together they worked to abolish the slave trade, 
they fought for the rights of oppressed people at 
home and they launched out on dangerous seas to 
share Jesus with the world. The effects of their 
efforts – as well as the work of thousands of men 
and women who have followed in their footsteps – 
are still seen and felt across the globe today. In 
2010 the South American Missionary Society 
joined CMS, whose remit now includes the whole 
world, including the UK. 

The parish’s main link with CMS is through the 
ABC Link. Our Mission Partner is Dr Francesca 
Elloway, who has worked in Aru for well over 
20 years. She has now retired and Revd Peter 
and Dr Patricia Wayard have now moved there 
as the new missionary workers. John Owens is 
currently the chair of the Diocesan Link 
Committee and David Kidd is part of the 
committee. 

https://www.churchmissionsociety.org 

http://www.chester.anglican.org/mission/
world-mission/chester-congo-link 

 CPAS (the Church Pastoral Aid Society) was 
founded in 1836 by prominent Christians, 
including the pioneering social reformer 
Lord Shaftesbury. It was established as a 

Christian response to the massive social change 
brought about by the Industrial Revolution. What 
were once small village churches found 
themselves with the new urban poor on their 
doorsteps. 

Disley Parish Mission Committee 
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Lord Shaftesbury and his friends stepped in to set 
up a new charity that would resource these 
churches to cope with this change, through giving 
them grants to enable them to employ extra 
members of staff. Their aim was simple: the gospel 
should be taken 'to every person's door, with a 
single eye to the glory of God'. In the21st century 
their r mission is to enable churches to help every 
person hear and discover the good news of Jesus 
Christ. They effect this in three main ways: 

Leadership training for church leaders 
Patronage: working with specific churches in the 
appointment of incumbents 
Venture and Falcon holidays for young people. 
Falcon is aimed at young people from deprived 
backgrounds. 

https://www.cpas.org.uk 

 Religious persecution, especially of 
Christians, is an increasing 
phenomenon in the world today. 
Several societies exist to support 

persecuted Christians, but CSW was specifically set 
up as an advocacy organisation for all kinds of 
religious oppression, although the major part of 
their work is with Christians. Margaret Owens 
became interested after she heard a talk in college 
by Lady Caroline Cox, its then president. She then 
introduced it on arrival in Disley and it has since 
been very effectively championed by Geoff Blower. 

For a number of years we received regular visits 
from the late Stuart Windsor, CSW Special 
Ambassador. 

CSW works in over 20 countries across Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East and South America. The branches 
of their work are: 

Gathering evidence and documenting abuses 

Training, equipping and empowering activists, 
journalists, religious leaders and partner NGOs 

Enabling policy makers to stand up for freedom of 
religious belief. To this end, CSW has recently been 
appointed the only advocacy organisation 
specialising in freedom of religion or belief to be 
given UN  

accreditation 

https://www.csw.org.uk 

 The Oasis Centre, based in 
Gorton, a deprived area of 
Manchester, was established in 
the 1990s by recently converted 

Victoria Armstrong. Vicky’s parents, Margaret and 
Alan Buckel, are very active members of St Mary’s 
Church. Vicky says, ‘God gave me a vision for a 

building pumping out his unconditional love, 
showing me how much he loved this community 
of people’. From small beginnings, the Centre 
has increasingly grown, so much so that building 
of a brand new Centre starts in September 2018. 

The Centre works with people from the area, 
many of whom are very needy: asylum seekers, 
those with addictions, the jobless, the illiterate 
and those with chaotic lifestyles. The four wings 
of their work are: 

Re-build: emergency provision, a charity shop, a 
Crisis Management Team, leisure activities, 
group activities 

Re-skill: basic life-skill training, literary skill 
training 

Re-start: basic IT training, job application advice 

Oasis’s vision is to see God-given transformation 
for the people of East Manchester; from chaos, 
isolation and hopelessness to stability, 
community and fullness of life. 

http://oasisgorton.org 

Tearfund, originally The 
Evangelical Alliance Relief Fund 
was created in 1968 by the late 
George Hoffman after the terrible 

famine in Biafra. They are a relief and 
development organisation. They probably differ 
from Christian Aid in that all of their staff are 
Christians and they work with churches rather 
than, say, NGOs. 

In 2006 Tearfund launched a 10-year vision to 
see 50 million people lifted out of material and 
spiritual poverty through a worldwide network of 
100,000 churches. Ten years later they had 
touched the lives of 45 million people. The work 
to eradicate poverty continues. 

Other activities include: 

Responding to disasters, such as famine, 
earthquakes and floods 

Developing communities 

Envisioning churches in their support of 
communities in need 

Influence in changing local, national and 
international policies (e.g. climate change) 

Tearfund produce a great amount of information 
using printed literature, email, Re-engage: health 
and wellbeing events, social media and films. In 
this parish we invite a Tearfund speaker, usually 
just after Harvest. There is a regular prayer diary 
and events are held all over the UK. 

https://www.tearfund.org 
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St John’s Tiny Tot’s 
Group 

Sessions run on Wednesday  
mornings 9.30am—11.30am 

St John’s Church Hall. 
If you have a young child or 
young children, please come 
along and join in the fun, you 

will be sure of a warm 
welcome. 

Long Table Lunch 
St John’s Church Hall. 

15th May 2019 
21st June 2019 

2 courses plus Tea/Coffee  
£5.00 

Please pre-book places to 
assist with catering.. 

Church Services at St John’s 

St Mary’s Tot’s 
Group 

(Sessions run on Tuesday  
mornings from 

9.30am—11.30am 

Disley Community Centre. 

If you have a young child or 
young children, please 

come along and join in the 
fun, you will be sure of a 

warm welcome. 

Long Table Lunch 
Disley Community Centre. 

12.00—2.00 
31st May 2019 
28th June 2019 

The lunch will be three courses 
and will cost £7.00.  There will 

also be a raffle. 
For more information, or to 

book a place   telephone Jenny 
Kidd 01663 762063 

St John’s Cuppa 
An'A Chat 

Every Monday Hosted by 
Rob and Elizabeth Stoba, 

264 Buxton Road, Furness 
Vale 

May 2019   

5th May 

Easter 3 
9.30am Morning Prayer  

12th May 
Easter 4 

9.30 am Holy Communion 

19th May 
Easter 5 

9.30am   Puppets and Praise 

26th May 
Easter 6 

9.30am  Holy Communion 

June 2019   

2nd June 
Sunday after Ascension 

9.30am  Morning Prayer  

9th June 
Pentecost 

9.30am   Holy Communion 
  

16th June 
Trinity Sunday 

9.30am Holy Communion 

23rd June 
Trinity 1 

9.30am  Puppets and Praise 
  

30th June 
Trinity 2 

9.30am Holy Communion by extension 

What’s On

Afternoon 
Fellowship Group  

This Group meets alternate 
Tuesday afternoons.( New 

members always welcome.) 
Contact Jenny Kidd, 12 
Hillside Close, Disley 

01663 762063 
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Church Services at St Mary’s 

May 2019   

5th May 

Easter 3 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  
9.30am Family Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 9th May 10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

12th May 
Easter 4 

9.30am Cafe Celebration  
11.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 16th May 10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

19th May 
Easter 5 

9.30am Messy Church – Community Centre 
11.00am Holy Communion  

Thursday 23rd May 10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

26th May 
Easter 6 

9.30am Cafe Celebration  
11.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 30th May 10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

June 2019  

2nd June 
Sunday after Ascension 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  
9.30am Family  Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 6th June 10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

9th June 
Pentecost 

9.30am Pentecost Breakfast at the Vicarage  
11.00am Holy Communion 
2.00pm Blessing of the Gift of Water 

Thursday 13th June 
 

10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

16th June 
Trinity Sunday 

9.30am Messy Church – Community Centre 
11.00am Holy Communion  

Thursday 20th June 
 

10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

23rd June 
Trinity 1 

9.30am Cafe Celebration  
11.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 27th June 
 

10.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
12.00   Ecumenical Prayer Meeting 

30th June 
Trinity 2 

9.30am Cafe Celebration  
11.00am Holy Communion 

Wednesday 8th May 2.30pm Ecumenical Communion  -  Dystlegh Grange 

Wednesday 5th June 2.30pm Ecumenical Communion  -  Dystlegh Grange 

What’s On 

THE ‘SILVER LINE’ - a registered charity recently started by Esther Rantzen and manned by volunteers.  This is a 
confidential, free, 24hr helpline for people in later life.  Information, advice or just someone to talk to.  Pass the 
word on to a friend or maybe use it yourself.0800 4 70 80 90 or from a mobile at local rate 0300 4 70 80 90 



10 

 

DO YOU  USE ‘EASY FUNDRAISING’ WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE ?  
Every time you shop on-line you could be earning a donation for St Mary’s at no extra cost to yourself.  This applies for 
most major websites, including Amazon, Tesco, Trainline, Boots, M&S, John Lewis etc. Paste this link into your browser to 
register and follow instructions. Easy Fundraising is a trustworthy site and has already raised over £833 for St Mary’s.  
PLEASE GIVE IT A GO!  ASK YOUR FRIENDS TOO.  https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarysdisley/ 

Children’s  events & dates for your diary!  

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED! 

Since 1983 Disley and Newtown Good Neighbours volunteers have provided lifts to doctor, 
dentist, hospital and similar appointments for local residents who are in need of transport. 
Volunteers use their own cars and are fully reimbursed for running costs. 

If you are able to do one or two trips per month, this would make a significant difference to 
members of our community who rely on Good Neighbours to get to vital medical 
appointments. We arrange trips to fit around your own commitments, and where you’re 
happy to drive. 

To ensure Good Neighbours can meet all the requests for lifts we receive, we need to recruit 
more volunteer drivers. If you have a little time to spare each month (perhaps you’ve recently 
retired from work), this could be a volunteering opportunity which may be of interest to you. 

To find out more, or get the answers to any questions you may have, please contact Peter 
Birkett on 01663 765561 or email plumbirkett@supanet.com  
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Newsletter Production 

It is the intention that the Disley Parish Newsletter will be published every 2 months.  The 
next publication will be cover July and August 2019 and will be available for distribution from 
Sunday 7th July 

Please submit any items to Wendy Luxon wendy.luxon@gmail.com 

By  Monday 10th June 

PLEASE NOTE EARLY DATE DUE TO HOLIDAY ARRRANGEMENTS 

Knit and Natter 
Do you enjoy knitting? 

Knit and Natter meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month  Next meetings  

28th May 
25th June 

At 12 Hillside Close, Disley 
2.00pm —4.00pm 

Only basic skills of knitting or crochet 
required. For further details contact 

Jenny Kidd  01663 762063 

Have you had a look at our new website? 
This can be found at:  www.disley-parish.org.uk and contains information about 

forthcoming services, copies of the weekly service sheets, and information about the various 
groups and activities which take place in the parish. 

The website is very much a starting point for ongoing work.  If you spot any inaccuracies in 
the information given, or would like something added to the site please contact Wendy Luxon 

(wendy.luxon@gmail.com) 

Grumpy Old Men 
Trips take place on the first 
Friday in the month.  The 
next one will be on Friday 7th 
June.  Other future trips are 
planned over the next few 
months to Glossop, 
Manchester (Mackie Major), 
and Sheffield; all involving 
lunch and drinks at a suitable 

venue. For further details email Geoff Williamson 
at geoff98@icloud.com  

Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become a mum. 
Every day 10 women die from giving birth. In Sawula district, the 
community struggle with a clinic which has no electricity and only two 
delivery beds.  
 

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not joy that fills 
her heart, but fear. When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in to labour, 

there were so few ambulances that Fatmata had no choice but to walk for three hours under 
the baking sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey was long and with every step Fatmata 
struggled to keep walking.  
 

Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She died on the side of the road. She 
never gave birth.’ 
 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth safe for mums and babies. 
Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give the world’s poorest mums a chance to live. 
 

This Christian Aid Week, our Disley Churches Together Team are doing a Big Breckie on 
Friday 17 May at the Community Centre – 9.00 am come along and join us.. 
 

Will you be a partner for change? If our churches  raise £300, it could help provide a new 
delivery bed so more mums like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 
 

Speak to Jenny Kidd 01663 762063 today and join us so women like Jebbeh can celebrate 
more happy birth days. 
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Parents said: 

“The best thing ever!  Tyler has had the 
most amazing 3 days and he cant wait 
until next year.  We love you all!” 
Suzie, Jordan, Tyler and Casper 

“Another fantastic few days.  Every year is 
unreal.  You are all amazing and I am so 
grateful to live in a special community like 
Disley” 
Taylor and Lauren 

“Thank you so much—Daisy had a 
wonderful time!  She loved the colouring, 
singing and dancing!  Every one was very 
kind too.  She is looking forward to 
coming again next year” 
Daisy’s Mum 

Children Said: 

“I like learning and singing songs and fun and 
colouring” 

“I loved the drawing faces” 

“Focus was Cool!” 

“I liked that we had an opportunity to do new things 
that we wouldn’t usually do” 

“I liked all of the games” 

“I enjoyed the cream pie quiz” 

“My favourite bit has been the crafts” 

“I like holiday club because all the leaders are brill and 
you can make new friends.  I also like how the holiday 
club was themed on God and The Greatest Showman” 

“I enjoyed all of it” 



13 

 

 

Testimony of Joshua Harper (Lion) 

I really was not looking forward to the holiday Club 
as I thought it would be too noisy and childish.  
But I love it.  I came home on Day one and tried to 
come up with a reason not to go back but couldn’t 
think of a good one.  That night my brother was 
turned on his lantern and it filled his room with 
light.  I had to try it too.  It was awesome. 

So I asked if I could try Day 2.  Well I loved the 
cookies so had to try Day 3!  It was not my idea of 
a fun way to spend my holidays, and I don’t like 
sharing all  my hopes and dreams with others, but 
I found a good friend to open up with and I did 
enjoy it. 

Thank you for having us,   Josh H 

Helpers said: 

“This has been a great experience.  I am only 14 and this 
has really helped in how I talk and play with children.  This 
has been very enjoyable.  Thank you”  Lucy Jackson 

“Worth every minute of my exhaustion”  -  Lesley Fogg 
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Baptisms 
17th March 2019  Henry Kayden Huxley 

24th March 2019   Marcie Grace Good 

March—April 2019 

May 
 
 1st Anniversary:  

Olivia Jessica Powell 
Betty Marie McKeown 
Corey David Baron 
Mason Lee Kannenberg-
Brooks 
Neve Eleanor Stanton 
 

2nd Anniversary:  
Jack Meecham 
Oliver Meecham 
Kellen John Critchlow 
 

3rd Anniversary: 
Alfred Leonard Jackson 
Daniel Isaac Robinson 
Isla Mae Grace Jackson 

Dylan James Baron 
Sherri Baron (Adult) 
Frankie Paul James 
Gracie June Whitehead 

 

4th Anniversary:  
Oscar Peter McHugh 
Isla Mae Wharmby-Hibbitts 
Eva Marie Wharmby-Hibbitts 
 

June 
 1st Anniversary: 

Oliver Benjamin Clowes 
Beatrix Eira Jackson 

 

2nd Anniversary: 
Isabella Eve Jessup 
Georgia Grace Pycroft 
Victoria Carmel Kershaw 
(Adult) 

 

3rd Anniversary:  
Lily Marie Wilson 
(Blessing) 
Jacob James Allan Dent 
Willow Alice Mary 
Hibbert 
Willow Grace Lydon 

 

4th Anniversary: 
Harry Francis McKeown 
 

 Jesus said, “Suffer the Little 
Children to come unto me”. 

Baptism Roll 

 On Mothering Sunday, thirty children’s and adult’s names were added to St. Mary’s and St. John’s 
Parish Baptism Roll. We welcomed them into our Church Family. They were all baptised in the 
months since Mothering Sunday 2018.  

1. Phoebe Grace Mitchell 

2. Jacob Michael Anthony 
Taylor 
3. Jasper Taylor Whitney 
4. Christopher Whitney (Adult) 

5. Esmae Rose Watson 

6. Joel Oliver Woodhall 

7. Hudson Arthur Haughian 

8. Chloe Elizabeth Dent 
9. Olivia Jessica Powell 

10.Betty Marie McKeown 

11.Corey David Baron 

12.Mason Lee Kannenberg-
Brooks 
13.Neve Eleanor Stanton 

14.Oliver Benjamin Clowes 
15.Beatrix Eira Jackson 

16.Bobby William Price 

17.George Peter Brown 

18.Oliver William Brierly 

19.Charlie James Spavin 
20.Elliott George Taylor 

21.Theo George McIlvenny 

22.Beatrice Charlotte Chapleo 

23.Mlles James France 

24.Reggie Arthur Dunlop 
25.Harry James Knowles-Naylor 

26.Amber Jeniah Stephanie 
Kensmil 
27.Samantha Jayne Woodhead 

28.Pippa Lucy Kidd McLellan 

29.Henry Kayden Huxley 
30.Marcie Grace Good  

May God bless them all.  

Funerals 

4th March 2019  John Charles Wilkinson 

14th March 2019  William Thomas Douglas Bowens 

27th March 2019  Violet Sweeney 

Internment of Ashes 

29th March 2019  Margaret Booth 

31st March 2019  Josephine Morris 
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Cuppa An’A Chat   
10.a,m. until 12 noon—Disley Community 

Centre  
We meet every Wednesday in the Community 
Centre.  Everyone is welcome, (there are no 
strangers, just friends we have yet to meet) 
Tea, Coffee, Toast and Biscuits for £1.00 
 

On the 11th April we went on a trip to the 
Anderton Boat Lift.  The weather was very kind 
to us and the trip very pleasant 
. 

Unfortunately our Llangollen Trip had to be 
cancelled due to lack of numbers.  We are open 
to suggestions for future trips.  Thank you for 
supporting us in the past and also in the 
future. For more information contact 01663 
764028  

Community Bus Programme 
To book, please contact Helen on 01663-762726 or call into the Council Offices (Community 

Centre) off Buxton Old Road, Disley.  Trips are run by Disley Parish Council 

COFFEE MORNINGS  
held at Disley Community Centre  

every SATURDAY 
10:00AM – 12 NOON 

DISLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01663 762726 

Furness Vale Community Centre 
 

Dancing Club 7.30pm: Saturday 18th May 
    Saturday  21st June 
 
Village Field Day for all the family  -  22nd June 12 noon—6pm 
 
Furness Films at the Community Centre  -  Doors Open 2.pm for 2.30pm start 
  May 17th On Chesil Beach 
  June 21st The Book Shop 

MAY 2019  ORGANISED BY:  
 

4th  Disley & Lyme Horticultural Society 
11thFriends of Cancer Research  
18thDisley Local History Society 
25thDisley Churches Together 
 
JUNE 2019 ORGANISED BY: 
 

1st   Kidz Church 

8th  Cuppa an’ a Chat 
15thAvailable 
22ndPRIDE 
29th Disley & District Probus 

 

MARCH JUNE 

DATE & TIME DESTINATION FARE 
Fri 3rd9.30am Bury Market £5.00 
Tue 7th 9.30am Shire Horse Centre, 

Colebrook, 
Tarporley 

£5.00 

Mon 13th 
9.30am 

Llangollen £7.00 

Tue 
14th11.30am 

Little Mill Inn, 
Rowarth 
(lunch) 

£3.00 

Fri 17th 9.30am Bury Market £5.00 
Mon 20th 
9.30am 

Wentworth Garden 
Centre and walled 
gardens, Rotherham 

£5.00 

Tue 
21st11.30am 

Little Mill Inn, 
Rowarth 
(lunch) 

£3.00 

Fri 24th 9.30am Bents Garden Centre £5.00 

Fri 31st 12 noon M&S Handforth Dean 
(half day) 

£3.00 

DATE & TIME DESTINATION FARE 
Mon 3rd9.30am Holmfirth £5.00 

Tue 
4th11.30am 

The Deanwater 
Hotel (lunch) 

£3.00 

Fri 7th9.30am Bury Market £5.00 

Mon 10th12 
noon 

M&S Handforth 
Dean (half day) 

£3.00 

Tue 
11th9.30am 

Southport £7.00 

Fri 14th12 noon Wyevale Garden 
Centre, Marple (half 
day) 

£3.00 

Mon 17th 
9.30am 

Llangollen £7.00 

Tue 
25th11.30am 

The Deanwater 
Hotel(lunch) 

£3.00 
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 With May and June on our doorstep, we are firmly into summer and 
hopefully the warmer weather. Schools are beginning their final term of 
the year, with a host of planned outdoor events and trips, and we are no 
exception. The various groups, both in Disley and Furness Vale have some 
wonderful outdoor activities and trips planned for children and the family.  
 

‘Tiny Tots’ at St. John’s Church, Furness Vale, will, weather permitting, be 
out pottering and planting in our Tiny Tots Garden which is doing rather 
well, even if I say so myself.  The children love being outside, looking at 
creation and nature or playing on the lawn.   
They have thoroughly enjoyed planting peas, dwarf beans, potatoes and 
strawberries.  We also have some herbs such as chives growing, and we 
have seen a beautiful display of hyacinths and tulips that the toddlers 
planted last autumn.   
This summer term will bring more planting and lots of weeding (toddler 
style) and watering along with some exciting summer outings, that were 
popular last year, and of course we will be going on our annual Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic in July! 
 

Back in Disley, the children at ‘Lighthouse’ at St. Mary’s Church each 
Thursday, will be ‘out and about’ as well this summer. Along with a couple 
of lovely trips we have planned, we will be looking at God’s beautiful 
creation and engaging in some eco-friendly activities around the church 
grounds, again weather permitting.  
We are planning on making insect houses and putting up various bird 
boxes, as well as doing our own planting of wild flower seeds, as we make 
a butterfly garden on one of the top fields.   
We may even try to find a place where the children could prepare a 
vegetable plot, and hopefully grow and plant things in the autumn or next 
spring. 
If your child would like to come along and join in the fun, in any of the 
clubs mentioned, they would be most welcome. 
 

With this major ‘Butterfly Garden’ project that Lighthouse are thinking of 
taking on, I was wondering if you could possibly help?   We are in need of 
any spare gardening gloves for the children to use and tools such as 
trowels, and any small light spades for the older children, that you kindly 
might allow us to borrow for the summer term.    
We would also appreciate anyone who can to initially turn over the 
ground in the area proposed before the children arrive.  
 
 Sarah Baker.  (Disley Parish Children & Families Worker)  

Sarah Baker, Children and 
Families Worker. 
sarahb4@ymail.com 
07888669233 

 Children & Families Page 


